RESOLUTION

Citizens commission to prepare Wyoming Legislature redistricting

Whereas the Wyoming Constitution (Article 3, Section 48) requires the Legislature to
reapportion itself during the first budget session following the federal decennial U.S.
Census using those census numbers;

Whereas the interim work in 2021 and the rewriting during the 2022 budget session consumed
several months and involved dozens of plans to accommodate competing local scenarios
and legislators’ preferences and then ended up resolved at the last hour of the session
with districts still outside the constitutionally mandated 10 percent deviation;

Whereas the League of Women Voters of Wyoming considers equal representation—one person,
one vote—to be the highest priority of a redistricting plan and to be compromised only by
the most exigent needs;

Whereas LWVWY agrees with the 2021 principles adopted by the most recent legislative
redistricting effort and believes reasons to depart from them DO NOT include familiarity
with an existing constituency, preserving a legislator’s seat, considering a common
shopping location as a “community of interest,” or discomfiture with a district of diverse
interests;

Whereas a nonpartisan citizens’ redistricting commission, such as that used by Utah and other
states, would draw up and submit to the Legislature a plan that complies with the
Constitution and legislative guiding principles, free of self-interest, using expert and
professional services of the Legislative Service Office and Wyoming County Clerks
Association and considering input from the public and elected officials; now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, that the League of Women Voters of Wyoming advocate for the Wyoming
Legislature’s use of a citizens commission to prepare a legislative redistricting plan,
using new decennial U.S. Census data, and submit it for review and approval by the
following legislative budget session, as required by the Wyoming Constitution, and

Further be it resolved, that LWVWY use its resources to ensure the widest possible engagement
of the public in the work of the proposed commission.

Approved by Cheyenne League of Women Voters, March 24, 2022
Approved by the WyomingLeague of Women Voters, May 1, 2022

[Note: The governor’s letter, next, explains his decision not to sign the redistricting bill.]
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